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ABOUT US

Lawyers for Civil Justice (LCJ) is a small and profoundly successful group that has 
been achieving meaningful legal reform for over 30 years.  It is a national organiza-
tion of corporate and defense counsel that advocates for civil rules reform through 
federal and state judicial and legislative rule making.  Its members include approx-
imately 25 of America’s best-known corporations from industries including phar-
maceuticals, energy, insurance, consumer products and manufacturing, as well as 
over 70 premier law firms from across the country.   
 
LCJ’s priorities include: 

• Reduce burdensome discovery:  LCJ began pushing for changes to the 
practice of discovery in 2010, producing hundreds of pages of comments and 
testimony for the Advisory Committee on Civil Rules.  As a result, there is now 
an all-new Rule 37(e) preservation rule that bars sanctions for loss of ESI ab-
sent prejudice and a more narrow scope of discovery requiring requests to be 
proportional to the needs of the case. 

• Fix Rule 30(b)(6):  Rule 30(b)(6) has proven controversial and complicated 
since it was added to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure (FRCP) in 1970.  It 
requires organizations such as corporations, associations and government 
agencies to designate people to testify on their behalf about specific matters 
raised in litigation. 

• Reform MDLS:  Although MDLs were designed to be efficient mechanisms for 
coordinating cases with large numbers of members, in many instances they 
have become one-sided forums for settlement pressure.  MDLs are growing 
and now comprise 42% of the civil caseload. 

• Disclose Third Party Litigation Funders (TPLF): TPLF is a burgeoning  
industry in the United States, and we are concerned about the potentially ad-
verse effects TPLF may have on our civil justice system. 

• Introduce Cost Allocation to Discovery:  This so-called “requestor pays” rule 
would preserve the purpose of discovery—to permit parties to access infor-
mation that will enable fact finders to determine the outcome of civil litigation—
while aligning well-proven economic incentives with reality of modern litigation. 

• Clarify Expert Evidence Standards:  Too many courts treat the Rule 702 
reliability requirements of sufficient basis and reliable application as questions 
of weight and not admissibility, and the result is that judges routinely abandon 
their proper gatekeeper role.  LCJ supports moving forward with an amend-
ment that would emphasize that sufficiency of basis and reliable application are 
questions of admissibility and not weight.



BENEFITS TO MEMBERSHIP

Your membership and Board engagement in LCJ is critically important to our strat-
egy and success.  We operate in a difficult environment in which well-funded and 
organized plaintiffs’ lawyers are pushing for rules that significantly disadvantage cor-
porations.  With the support of existing and future LCJ members, we can continue to 
successfully advocate for civil justice reforms.   

BENEFITS TO MEMBERSHIP 

• Advocacy Capability -  LCJ has cultivated partnerships that have proven valu-
able in advancing its advocacy initiatives with Congress and the Judicial Confer-
ence committees responsible for the FRCP. 

• Defending Corporate America -  Litigation is a booming industry fueled by lead 
generators and litigation funding.  The resulting meritless litigation squeezes 
corporate resources at the expense of product development.  By tackling specific 
challenges and opportunities in ways not feasible for individual corporations and 
law firms, LCJ builds progress on a wide variety of civil justice reform topics. 

• Conferences That Turn Information Into Action - Twice yearly, LCJ assembles 
nationally recognized policy makers and practitioners, including members of 
Congress, distinguished judges and other opinion leaders, to discuss the latest 
developments in civil justice reform.  Speakers from recent conferences have 
included former Supreme Court Justices, Attorney Generals and federal judges. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
U.S. Supreme Court              U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder Deputy Attorney General          

Justice Stevens (Retired)     Rod Rosenstein 

• Rapid Response System - LCJ harnesses a nationwide network of  
defense lawyers to respond to legislative and rulemaking developments that are 
contrary to business interest. 
 

• Library - LCJ provides its members with access to an online library that contains 
almost 30 years worth of information on key civil justice reform issues. 

• Volunteer Network - LCJ’s partnership with the defense bar organizations make 
us 20,000 strong.  

• Continuing Legal Education Credits - LCJ offers members Continuing Legal  
Education (CLE) credit at each LCJ conference. 



The soaring cost of litigation has become a heavy burden. Litigation costs create 
a barrier to entry into our courts, forcing litigants to opt out of the U.S. courts in 
favor of other forms of dispute resolution or, unfortunately, to settle cases without 
regard to the merits of the claims. 
 
LCJ members, preeminent corporate and defense counsel, collaborate to provide 
compelling reasons for judges, Congress and rule makers to give serious consid-
eration to meaningful reforms. 

“LCJ is a highly effective advocate for meaningful rule reform.  Working closely 
with LCJ on its efforts to reduce the costs and burdens of civil discovery, I have 
seen firsthand how LCJ’s thoughtful and high-quality advocacy is delivering real 
results for the corporate community and defense bar.”   
 
- Jon Kyl, Senior Counsel, Covington & Burling LLP, U.S. Senator of  
Arizona (1995-2013), Senate Minority Whip (2007-2013)

 
HOW TO JOIN

Andrea B. Looney 
Executive Director

SHAPE THE FUTURE OF LITIGATION

 
Corporations and organizations may join LCJ by submitting a membership appli-
cation along with the requisite annual membership contribution.  To become part 
of LCJ’s network, please notify us of your interest by contacting Andrea Looney, 
Executive Director of  LCJ  at alooney@lfcj.com or 202.429.0045.

Lawyers for Civil Justice
1530 Wilson Boulevard
Suite 1030
Arlington, VA 22209
www.lfcj.com



“I have been particularly impressed with LCJ’s network of defense bar leaders who 
are not afraid to take on the plaintiffs’ bar in both the legislative and judicial arenas.  
LCJ represents a true partnership of corporate defense counsel and defense trial 
lawyers.  I believe this program deserves our full support.” 

Michael Harrington 
Sr. Vice President and General Counsel 
Eli Lilly and Company

 
“We are happy to honor LCJ with our Outstanding Alliance Award.  LCJ has helped 
to streamline rules in our civil justice system that waste business time and  
resources.” 
  
“For nearly three decades, LCJ has led the fight for better rules in the federal court 
system.  Particularly in the area of discovery, the rule changes spearheaded by 
LCJ have had a positive impact on the nation’s courts.  The organization is a major 
asset to the civil justice reform movement, and ILR looks forward to working with 
LCJ for many years to come.”  
 
Lisa A. Rickard 
President 
U.S. Chamber Institute for Legal Reform (ILR) 

 
 
“LCJ has been a thought leader on civil rules reform for many years.  Microsoft 
deeply appreciates its partnership with such an effective advocate for fairness and 
efficiency in our civil justice system.”   

Dev Stahlkopf 
General Counsel 
Microsoft Corporation
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