
Promoting Excellence And Fairness  
In The Civil Justice System



LCJ Membership Provides Multiple Benefits
LCJ members include senior corporate counsel from some of the nation’s leading companies and experienced 
practitioners from the nationally organized defense bar – DRI – The Voice of the Defense Bar, Federation of Defense 
& Corporate Counsel, and the International Association of Defense Counsel.

LCJ members enjoy access to invaluable resources including:

For corporations conducting business in America, the soaring cost 
of litigation has become a heavy burden. Litigation costs create a 
barrier to entry into our courts.  It forces litigants to opt out of the 

U.S. courts in favor of other forms of dispute resolution or, unfortunately, 
to settle cases without regard to the merits in an effort to avoid the expense 
of discovery.

Lawyers for Civil Justice (LCJ) is addressing this issue head on. As 
a unique collaboration of leading corporate counsel, defense bar 
practitioners, and defense bar associations, LCJ forges alliances among 
its members and leverages the strength of those alliances to promote 
excellence and fairness in the civil justice system. Its members include 
approximately 25 of America’s best-known corporations in industries 
including pharmaceuticals, energy, insurance, consumer products and 
manufacturing, as well as over 60 law firms from around the country and 
the three defense bar organizations, DRI, IADC, and FDCC. LCJ unites the 
business and defense bar communities behind a single mission: securing 
the just, speedy, and inexpensive determination of civil claims. LCJ 
protects the interests of America’s corporations and delivers tremendous 
returns to its member defense litigants.

Your investment in LCJ membership will provide your organization with 
an amplified voice in civil justice reform and strengthen ongoing civil 
justice programs. No other organization promotes legal reform with the 
same niche focus and success as LCJ. 

Advocacy Capability: LCJ provides defense lawyers a 
united voice in advocacy through white papers, official 
testimony, formal comments, briefs and other tangible 
resources. Operating in the heart of the nation’s capital 
for more than 25 years, LCJ has cultivated partnerships 
that have proven valuable in advancing its advocacy 
initiatives.

Conferences That Turn Information Into Action: 
Twice yearly, LCJ assembles nationally recognized 
policy makers and practitioners, including members 
of Congress, distinguished judges and other opinion 
leaders, to discuss the latest developments in civil justice 
reform. LCJ conducts dynamic interactive sessions 
in which its members identify priorities for reform 
and develop strategies to promote litigation reform at 
the state and federal levels. These meetings represent 
an exchange of ideas between LCJ members and the 
nation’s most important decision makers. Speakers 
from previous conferences have included U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice John Paul Stevens, Retired, U.S. Senator 
Chuck Grassley, U.S. Senator Orrin Hatch, U.S. Senator 
John Cornyn, Judge Paul W. Grimm, U.S. District 
Court (MD), Judge Robert M. Dow Jr., U.S. District 
Court (IL), Judge John Bates, U.S. District Court (D.C.), 
Judge Jeffrey Sutton, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth 
Circuit, and Judge David Campbell, U.S. District Court 
(AZ).

Rapid Response System: LCJ has created a rapid 
response system to respond to legislative and 
rulemaking developments. With this system, LCJ can 
harness an active network of committed defense lawyers.

Library: LCJ provides its members with access to an 
online library that contains over 25 years worth of 
information on key civil justice issues.

Volunteer Network: Our members volunteer thousands 
of hours of work each year to ensure the success of 
LCJ initiatives. LCJ’s partnership with the defense bar 
organizations make us 20,000 strong. Our affiliated 
experienced defense counsel contact legislators, provide 
testimony before state and federal rulemaking bodies, 
and advocate systemic improvements on behalf of 
the defense community. These efforts have resulted in 
changes to legislation and the federal rules that result in 
a tremendous cost-savings for our members and their 
clients. 

Continuing Legal Education Credits: LCJ provides 
members opportunities to satisfy their Continuing Legal 
Education (CLE) credit requirements since each LCJ 
conference is CLE approved in most states.

LCJ’s combined 
membership of corporate 
counsel and defense 
attorneys makes it a 
uniquely effective driver 
of civil justice reform.

- Jack Balagia
Vice President and General Counsel

Exxon Mobil Corporation

““

LCJ is a highly effective advocate for meaningful rule reform.  Working closely 
with LCJ on its efforts to reduce the costs and burdens of civil discovery,  I have 
seen firsthand how LCJ’s thoughtful and high-quality advocacy is delivering 
real results for the corporate community and defense bar.

- Jon Kyl 
Senior Of Counsel, Covington & Burling LLP 

U.S. Senator from Arizona (1995-2013)
Senate Minority Whip (2007-2013)

“ “



A Legacy of Achievement

The leadership of the organized defense bar formed LCJ in 1987 with the financial 
support of several “Fortune 500” companies. The purpose of the organization is to 
promote excellence and fairness in the civil justice system. Today, LCJ is a unique 
collaboration of corporate counsel, defense counsel, the defense bar, and the more 
than 20,000 legal practitioners they represent.

Reducing the Burdens of Discovery
LCJ has advocated for amendments to the Federal 
Rules of Civil Procedure governing discovery since 
2010.  On December 1, 2015, the major amendments 
intended to improve the practice of discovery in 
civil litigation went into effect.   The revised scope of 
discovery now includes proportionality, and an all-
new preservation/sanctions standard that rejects the 
negligence standard.

These reforms should reduce the costs and burdens 
associated with the epidemic of over-discovery while 
ensuring that all participants in the civil justice 
system have access to the information required to 
assert or defend against legal claims. LCJ continues 
to monitor judicial interpretation and application of 
the amendments and is prepared file amicus briefs 
as needed to ensure the amendments are applied as 
intended.

Protecting 
Corporate Privacy 
and Property 
Rights
Since 1990, in 
Congress and 
in more than 
40 states, LCJ 
has successfully 
opposed legislation 
and rules that would endanger the privacy and 
intellectual property rights of litigants by ensuring 
that judges maintain discretion to issue protective 
orders and seal settlement agreements. Without these 
protections, plaintiffs’ attorneys would have open-
ended access to confidential information of defendant 
corporations disclosed in litigation.

Protecting Disclosure of Privileged Information
LCJ led the effort that resulted in a major legislative 
and rulemaking victory when the new Federal Rule of 
Evidence 502 was enacted. This Rule clarified privilege 
waiver and helped limit the cost of privilege reviews.

Creating Favorable Summary Judgment and Expert 
Evidence Rules
LCJ supported amendments that restored the 
mandatory nature of the grant of summary judgment 
under FRCP 56 and significantly improved FRCP 26’s 
provisions on expert evidence.

LCJ Awarded for Its Success

History and Mission

Major Initiatives and Current Agenda
1. Class Action Reform

LCJ is committed to advocating LCJ consensus positions 
to achieve class action reforms.
The LCJ Class Actions Committee has submitted five 
comments to the Rule 23 Subcommittee of the Civil 
Rules Advisory Committee. After receiving considerable 
input from LCJ and others are proposing to proceed with 
developing potential rule amendments on the following 
topics: 
• “Frontloading”
• Excluding “preliminary approvals” of class 

certification and orders regarding notice to the class 
about possible settlements from immediate appeal 
under Rule 23(f)

• Clarifying Rule 23(c)(2)(B) to state that Rule 23(e)(1) 
notice triggers the opt-out period

• Notice to unnamed class members
• Handling objections by class members to proposed 

settlements
• Criteria for judicial approval of class-action 

settlements
The LCJ Class Action committee plans to continue to 
remain engaged as the process moves forward to the 
public comment period later this year.  

2. 30 (b)(6) Review
The Civil Rules Advisory Committee recently voted 
to undertake a review of Rule 30(b)(6), the rule that 
provides a mechanism for discovering “information 
known or reasonably available to an organization.”
Rule 30(b)(6) has proven controversial and complicated 
since it was added to the FRCP in 1970. It requires 
organizations such as corporations, associations and 
government agencies to designate people to testify on 
their behalf about specific matters raised in litigation. The 
rule applies not only to litigants, but also to non-parties.
Some of the controversy about the rule relates to the 
following questions: Does the rule require designation 
of “the most knowledgeable person” on each topic? 
Should there be another mechanism besides a motion 
for protective order to object to topics or arrangements 
for depositions? Should there be limits to the number 
of topics, the number of witnesses, and the scope of 
the questioning? What is the evidentiary value of 
contradictory answers from different witnesses from 
the same organization, and what should be done where 
organizations have no knowledge on a particular topic? 
And, to what extent must witnesses disclose their 
preparation for depositions?

These questions and others will be included in the Civil 
Rules Advisory Committee’s review. The Civil Rules 
Advisory Committee will study Rule 30(b)(6) and 
the case law that interprets it with the goal of crafting 
amendments that would resolve conflicts among the 
courts, reduce litigation about the meaning of the 
rule, and improve practice under the rule. LCJ’s Board 
of Directors recently approved the creation of a new 
LCJ Committee dedicated to providing informative 
commentary and advocating for appropriate reforms to 
30(b)(6). 

3. Cost Allocation
LCJ supports “requester pays” rules in discovery that will 
align economic principles with the reality of incentives 
in litigation. LCJ is collaborating with Vanderbilt Law 
School on a symposium dedicated to this topic.

4. 2015 Discovery Amendments
LCJ’s advocacy for the amendments to the rules 
governing discovery began in 2010. At that time – while 
the Civil Rules Committee was looking for possible ways 
to reform discovery – LCJ advocated for the following:
• Preservation & Sanctions: The FRCP should include 

a uniform, predictable preservation rule that: 1) 
limits spoliation sanctions; and 2) clarifies when the 
preservation obligation is triggered.  

• Fair and Practical Scope of Discovery: Rule 26(b)
(1) should focus discovery on information that is 
relevant to the claims and defenses and proportional 
to the needs of the case.  

LCJ is vigilantly monitoring case law interpreting the 
new amendments to ensure they reduce the cost and 
burdens associated with discovery as intended. 

5. Third Party Litigation Funding
LCJ is urging the Advisory Committee on Civil Rules 
to adopt an amendment to Rule 26(a)(1)(A) to require 
disclosure of third-party investments in litigation 
(“TPLF”) at the outset of a lawsuit. TPLF occurs when 
a person or entity with no other connection to a lawsuit 
acquires a right to an outcome-contingent payment from 
any proceeds produced by the case. LCJ has supported 
and partnered with the U.S. Chamber Institute for Legal 
Reform, a leader on this issue, to ensure that the federal 
rules require that TPLF be transparent.

6. Judicial Independence
LCJ supports ensuring appropriate salaries for federal 
judges in order to preserve our high-quality, diverse and 
impartial federal judiciary.

We are happy to honor LCJ with our 
Outstanding Alliance Award. LCJ has helped to 
streamline rules in our civil justice system that 
waste business time and resources. 

For nearly three decades, LCJ has led the fight 
for better rules in the federal court system. 
Particularly in the area of discovery, the rules 
changes spearheaded by LCJ have had a positive 
impact on the nation’s courts. The organization 
is a major asset to the civil justice reform 
movement, and ILR looks forward to working 
with LCJ for many years to come.

Lisa A. Rickard
President
U.S. Chamber Institute for Legal Reform (ILR)

“

“



Corporate Members Associate Members

How to Join

Corporations and organizations may 
join LCJ by submitting a membership 
application along with the requisite annual 
membership contribution. To become part 
of LCJ’s network, please notify us of your 
interest in joining by contacting the LCJ 
office at 202.429.0045.

Structure and
Membership

LCJ is incorporated in the District of 
Columbia as a non-profit organization 
with a 501(c)(6) status as recognized by 
the IRS. The organization is governed by 
a 26-member Board of Directors that is 
evenly composed of corporate entities 
and defense bar member organizations. 
An Executive Committee of 11 members 
reflects the composition of the Board and 
provides ongoing oversight.

Defense Bar Members
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