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A WORD from LCJ’s PRESIDENT

Welcome to New York – A Word from LCJ’s President 
President dwight d. eisenhower was fond of the saying, “what counts is not necessarily 
the size of the dog in the fight – it’s the size of the fight in the dog.”  the continued 
success of Lawyers for civil Justice exemplifies this wisdom. through our tireless 
efforts, we see progress on rule 702’s expert witness standards, multi-district litigation 
rules, and third-party litigation funding disclosure. We continue to influence procedural 
rules governing privilege log reforms, class action “superiority,” and the filing of 

documents under seal. and we are creatively tackling new challenges, like modernizing discovery rules 
to protect cyber security and data privacy.

our coalition of law firms, bar organizations and companies, through our shared commitment to 
improving litigation fairness and efficiency, and our relentless focus on issues that matter, has a 
significant impact on the civil litigation system. at a time of extreme polarization and difficulty in 
attaining consensus, we continue to persuade decision makers through the power of our arguments. 
this is no accident -- through the creativity and collaboration of our members and by building on the 
experience and insights of our attorneys, we continue to fulfill our mission to achieve creative and 
impactful rules-based solutions to pressing litigation issues.

meeting together regularly is an important part of our collaborative process and so it’s great to be back 
in New York with so many creative and thoughtful colleagues. a huge thank you goes to our program 
chairs, Gail rodgers and ed Fanning, who worked with our LcJ staff to put together a substantive and 
interesting program. thanks as well to our impressive array of speakers, who will help us explore issues 
at the forefront of litigation concerns and optimal strategies for tackling them. and especially, thank 
you for taking the time from your schedule to be a part of this meeting.

this event is the culmination of our 35th anniversary commemoration. While it’s a good time to 
celebrate LcJ’s many achievements, it’s also an important moment for recommitting ourselves to the 
necessary work and opportunities ahead. together, i know we can advance fair, efficient, and attainable 
rules reform which improves the civil litigation system we all value.

   I look forward to seeing each of you during our meeting, 
   doug Lampe
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OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION AWARDS

 Jennifer Henry, Partner, Thompson & Knight

Stephanie Dooley Nelson, Counsel, Thompson & Knight

Jonathan Redgrave, Partner, Redgrave LLP

Gareth Evans, Partner, Redgrave LLP

Leah Lorber, Assistant General Counsel, GlaxoSmithKline

Markus Green, Assistant General Counsel, Pfizer

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Outstanding COntributOr awards

Jim Beck - Reed Smith LLP

Kim Branscome - Dechert, LLP

Stephanie Douglas - Bush Seyferth & Paige PLLC

Keara Gordon - DLA Piper

Toyja Kelly – Locke Lord LLP

Connie Matteo – Pfizer

Jeff McKenna – Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP

Andrew J. Trask – Shook Hardy & Bacon, LLP

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS



MEMbERShIP
THANK YOU TO ALL Of OUr fOUNderS, COrPOrATe ANd LAw firM MeMBerS

Our fOunding members

Our law firm members

Our COrpOrtate members



 

gail rodgers, Partner, DLA Piper
Gail rodgers is a partner in dLA Piper’s global litigation practice and is located in 
New York City. Gail concentrates her practice on investigations and compliance. She 
has spent the majority of her career representing multinational pharmaceutical and 
medical device companies. She has represented multiple fortune 500 companies in 
crossborder and multi-jurisdiction investigations involving the fCPA and UK Bribery 
Act. Gail has long been active in and recently served as the chair of dri’s drug and 
medical device committee.
        Gail has extensive experience in a wide variety of state and federal litigation. 
She provides strategic advice to her clients at each stage of litigation, managing 
national discovery teams, depositions, and motions practice (including expert 
witness challenges), and implementing national resolution programs. Her experience 
includes serving as resolution counsel and coordinating a team of medical specialists 
in evaluating medical claims, resulting in the resolution of thousands of claims. Prior 
to her distinguished 20-year legal career, Gail practiced as a registered critical care 
nurse in one of the world’s leading cancer hospitals.

edward fanning, Partner, McCarter and English
ranked in Band 1 by Chambers USA as one of New Jersey’s leading litigators, ed 
fanning has extensive litigation experience with a focus on the defense of high-
value claims against manufacturers of pharmaceuticals, medical devices, consumer 
products, and industrial equipment. He appears regularly in courts around the 
country and his trial experience includes prevailing in the first jury trial in a 
federal multidistrict litigation involving over 400 product liability claims related to 
implantable artificial hip devices and a recent trial victory for another medical device 
company in a breach of contract case the Southern district of New York involving 
alleged damages in excess of $8.5 million.  ed has served as lead defense counsel 
in numerous class actions and mass tort litigations involving both products liability 
claims and litigation brought under various consumer protection and consumer 
fraud statutes. in addition to his defense work, ed also has a very active amicus 
curiae practice, regularly appearing before New Jersey’s highest court on behalf of 
the state’s largest trade associations to defend the interests of business and industry 
groups on key legal issues.

A SPECIAL ThANKS TO...

OUr PrOGrAM CHAirS

Also, a special thanks to... 
spencer H. silverglate, of Clarke Silverglate P.A., 
who is completing his service on the Board.
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AgENDA

wednesday, nOv. 30 

3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  LCJ Executive Committee Meeting  
    Booth Boardroom (3rd floor) 

5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  lCJ fellows event
    LCJ’s fellows meet for an informal conversation with in-house counsel.   
    By invitation only 
    
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  Welcome Reception: LCJ Celebrates its Return to The Big Apple
    The Haven rooftop at the Sanctuary Hotel
    132 w. 47th Street, New York, NY 
    Limited Space - Advance registration required

tHursday, deC. 1

7:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  Registration 
    Broadway Foyer

8:00 a.m. – 8:50 a.m.  Corporate Counsel breakfast  
    Belasco Room (3rd floor)

8:00 am – 8:50 a.m.  Member Breakfast 
    Broadway Ballroom

9:00 a.m.   Welcome to LCJ’s New York Meeting 
    Broadway Ballroom

    LCJ President Doug Lampe, Ford Motor Company

    Gail Rodgers, Program Co-Chair, DLA Piper
    Edward Fanning, Program Co-Chair, McCarter & English

9:15 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.  is bankruptcy Court the answer to what ails mdls? 
    Broadway Ballroom
    Are bankruptcy procedures the answer to the problems of ad hoc    
    practices employed in mass-tort MdLs? This panel looks at how    
    bankruptcy rules provide much-needed structure, balance, and    
    transparency for resolving individual claims on their merits, and examines   
    some pitfalls to avoid.

    Jessica Lauria, Partner, White & Case LLP
    Michael Andolina, Partner, White & Case LLP 
    Stephen Hessler, Partner, Sidley Austin LLP

10:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m   networking break 

10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  Who’s Discovering Your Discovery? A Tour of the Dark Web and What You
    Need to Know About How It Exposes Confidential Information Exchanged   
    in Civil Litigation

    Michael McAndrews, Chief Technology and Security Officer, PacketWatch,   
    and former FBI Special Agent



11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  The Need for New Rules: Why the FRCP Should Be Updated to   
    Provide  Meaningful Guidance about Handling Cyber Security  
    and privacy Concerns in Civil discovery 

Cyber security threats and privacy rights used to be uncommon 
issues in civil discovery; now they are ubiquitous. Today, these issues 
are inherent to any exchange of information. with parties now 
negotiating “protective orders” in virtually all cases, it’s time to look 
for the frCP to provide guidance to courts and parties alike.  
This panel discusses how a comprehensive rules approach could 
improve practices.

Robert Levy, Executive Counsel, ExxonMobil
Wendy Butler Curtis, Chief Innovation Officer, Orrick Herrington  
& Sutcliffe LLP 

12:45 p.m.  – 1:45 p.m.   Board of Directors Meeting / Belasco Room    

    Members lunch on their own
  
2:00 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.  Outstanding Contributor Awards & Announcement  
    of Emeritus Members

2:15 p.m.  -  3:00 p.m.  Rule 702 – “Takin’ it to the States.”    
LCJ’s advocacy for an amendment to federal rule of evidence 
702 helped achieve a meaningful improvement in defining the 
“gatekeeping” role of judges in evaluating the admissibility of expert 
testimony. The same problems that led to the federal amendment 
under state rules – perhaps even more so. This panel discusses 
 the opportunity and need for states to adopt reforms to their Rule 
702 equivalents. 

Dan Steen, Executive Director, Lawyers for Civil Justice 
Toyja Kelley, Partner, Locke Lord LLP
Robert Christie, Principal, Christie Law Group

3:00 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.  networking break

3:15 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.  A Look Ahead: LCJ’s Action-Packed 2023 
Adoption of an amendment to fre 702, privilege logs, proposed MdL 
rules, advocacy on class action superiority, and new approaches on 
third-party litigation funding disclosure. what has LCJ accomplished 
this year and what is on the horizon for 2023?

Alex Dahl, General Counsel, Lawyers for Civil Justice



Broadway Shows: 

“The Music Man”  
winter Garden Theatre  
1634 Broadway  
(between 50th and 51st Street),  
New York, NY 10019 

“Hadestown” 
walter Kerr Theater  
219 west 48th Street (between 
Broadway and 8th Avenue),  
New York, NY 10036

3:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  shark tank returns!  
Back by popular demand! As LCJ members pitch their best ideas for 
new rules amendments, our panel of sharks is on the hunt for LCJ’s next 
advocacy initiative. Join the fun with your own ideas and questions— 
maybe your favorite idea will be voted the winner!  
SHARKS:
Ilana Eisenstein, Partner, DLA Piper  
Mike Trinh, Senior Counsel, Google 
Scott Kreamer, Managing Member, Baker Sterchi Cowden & Rice LLC

PRESENTERS:
Andrew Trask, Senior Counsel, Shook Hardy Bacon LLP
Timothy Freeman, Associate, Tanenbaum Keale LLP
Brett Tarver, Associate, Troutman Pepper LLP
Rachel Hampton, Associate, Sidley Austin LLP
Jessica Lauria, Partner, White & Case LLP
Alex Ponce de Leon, Senior Discovery Counsel & Manager, Google LLC

    Additional presenters to be announced.

5:30 p.m.  - 7:00 p.m.  35th Anniversary Reception
    Join us in raising a glass to LCJ’s 35 years of success—and to all of our   
    members who are making it happen!  
    Remarks by David Marcus, SVP, Senior Deputy General Counsel and Chief   
    Litigation Counsel, Comcast Cable Communications

    Broadway Foyer

7:00 p.m.   Catch an award-winning Broadway show!
    “The Music Man” or “Hadestown”
    Limited tickets available. Advance registration required.



friday, deC. 2

7:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  Registration

8:00 a.m.        Continental Breakfast

8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.   The New Political Climate: What Do the 2022 Elections Mean for Business
Interests in Congress and the Legal Climate in Washington?
The voting may be over, but the meaning of the November elections is  
still unfolding. former U.S. representative Charlie dent will lead a  
discussion by government affairs experts examining the election results  
and what businesses and lawyers can expect to see from policymakers in
Congress and the states
Hon. Charlie Dent, Senior Policy Advisor, DLA Piper
Nat Weinecke, Senior Vice President Federal Government Relations,
American Property Casualty Insurance Association

    Melissa Schulman, Senior Vice President, Government and 
    Public Affairs, CVS Health
    Cindy Hayden, Senior Director of Government Affairs, Altria

9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  KEYNOTE: Former New Jersey Governor Chris Christie

10:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.  networking break
    
10:15 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.  Setting the Table for Multidistrict Litigation: would a new rule 16.1 Help   
    Inform Organizational Decisions in Newly Created MDL Proceedings?

Members of the federal Advisory Committee on Civil rules will update  
LCJ members about their work on a potential frCP amendment governing  
the early organization of multidistrict litigation cases and provide an 
opportunity for LCJ members to share their thoughts, experience,  
and views.

    Honorable Robin L. Rosenberg, Chair of the Advisory Committee on Civil   
    Rules and U.S. District Judge for the Southern District of Florida 

    Honorable R. David Proctor, Chair of the MDL Subcommittee of the    
    Advisory Committee on Civil Rules and U.S. District Judge for the Northern   
    District of Alabama

    Professor Richard L. Marcus, Associate Reporter for the Advisory    
    Committee on Civil Rules and Professor at the Hastings College of    
    Law, University of California 

11:45 a.m.    That’s a Wrap 
    Edward Fanning and Gail Rodgers

    



SPEAKERS & PANELISTS
LCJ MeMBerSHiP MeeTiNG

michael andolina 
Partner  
white & Case LLP

Michael Andolina focuses his practice on working with clients to manage crises and defend and resolve 
complex multiparty and multi-jurisdictional matters. He handles a diverse range of litigation matters in 
state and federal courts across the country, with an emphasis on restructuring litigation. Mike also has 
significant experience defending class actions and conducting internal investigations.
 Mike has extensive experience advising clients in connection with mass tort and other crisis 
management situations, including coordinating and conducting investigations, engaging with regulators 
and law enforcement, developing litigation strategy, and defending clients through all stages of litigation. 
He has played a key role as litigation and negotiation counsel in numerous mass tort Chapter 11 
restructuring proceedings, including representations of Honda (Takata Chapter 11), Boy Scouts of America, 
and 3M Company (Aearo Chapter 11).

robert Christie is the founding principal of Christie Law Group and brings over 35 years of trial experience 
and expertise to the firm.  He has tried scores of cases throughout washington State and the U.S. district 
Courts in washington and Alaska, argued appeals in all divisions of the washington Court of Appeals, the 
washington State Supreme Court, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, the federal Circuit Court of Appeals, 
and the U.S. Supreme Court (on briefs). Bob is widely recognized as one of the foremost lawyers defending 
police officers and their agencies in civil rights cases in washington. He also represents professionals, 
individuals, and companies in litigation ranging from malpractice, products liability, transportation liability, 
road design, premises liability, commercial litigation, employment, construction, and many other categories 
of civil disputes. He works extensively in cases involving death and serious injury and is often called to serve 
as trial counsel in defense of significant claims. working occasionally on behalf of catastrophically injured 
individuals and damaged business owners, Bob has also achieved several multi-million-dollar verdicts and 
settlements.
 Bob recently completed a successful year as president of the federation of defense & Corporate 
Counsel.  Bob earlier chaired the substantive law section on Civil rights and Public entity Liability.  in 
August 2016, he was elected as one of eight senior directors, and he has served as an instructor at the 
fdCC’s Litigation Management College. Bob also served as co-chair of the washington Pattern instruction 
subcommittee charged with drafting civil rights instructions for use in washington’s superior courts. Bob 
writes and lectures frequently on risk management issues, civil rights, governmental entity liability, and trial 
technology and presentation strategies. 

 
Chris Christie was inaugurated as the 55th Governor of the State of New Jersey on January 19, 2010. He
was re-elected in November of 2013 and served two full terms as Governor. He completed his term in 
2018. during his time in office, Governor Christie emphasized the issues of fiscal responsibility, pension
and health benefit reform, education reform and the opioid crisis gripping his state and the nation. He also
devised the state’s landmark response to Superstorm Sandy, leading the rebuilding of the state’s housing,
infrastructure and public schools and setting a bi-partisan example for storm recovery.
On March 29, 2017, President donald J. Trump appointed Governor Christie as Chairman of the
President’s Commission on Combating drug Addiction and the Opioid Crisis. Governor Christie led the
Commission on a seven-month investigation of this issue, holding hearings around the country. Prior to his
service as Governor, he served as the United States Attorney for the district of New Jersey from January
2002 to december 2008.
 Governor Christie authored the New York Times bestseller book, “Let Me finish,” a political and
personal autobiography, in 2019. He is now a Senior Legal and Political Commentator for ABC News and
the Managing Member of the Christie Law firm and Christie 55 Solutions, LLC in Morristown, NJ. Governor
Christie married his wife Mary Pat in 1986. They have four children: Andrew, Sarah, Patrick and Bridget.
They currently reside in Mendham and Bay Head, New Jersey.

Robert L. Christie 
Principal 
Christie Law Group

Chris Christie
Political Commentator 
on ABC News; Former 
Governor and U.S. 
Attorney for the District 
of New Jersey



SPEAKERS & PANELISTS

wendy Butler Curtis, named the "Most innovative Lawyer of the Year" by financial Times in 2018, is 
celebrated by clients for her “fresh thinking, legal nuance and practical understanding of the courts.” fT 
editors noted that “rarely have our panel of judges so quickly homed in on a top candidate for innovative 
individual.” As Orrick’s Chief innovation Officer, wendy leads Orrick’s efforts to operationalize innovation 
through novel products, streamlined processes, technology and client consulting on tailored solutions. 
These efforts have contributed to Orrick being named the Most innovative Law firm in North America by 
the financial Times from 2016-2018 and runner-up in 2019. in 2018, The American Lawyer also honored 
Orrick with its first-ever Legal Services innovation Award.
 wendy leads an innovation team of lawyers, technologists, developers, project managers and 
business professionals. She is also recognized by Chambers as a leading individual, nationally, in the area 
of ediscovery. wendy is the chair of Orrick’s ediscovery and information Governance Group. She has 
been engaged by fortune 100 companies and major financial institutions to create and deploy ediscovery 
and records management programs. wendy has substantial experience in pharmaceutical, product 
liability and class action litigation. Her litigation experience includes multiple trials, supervision of regional 
and local counsel, management of complex discovery and meet-and-confer negotiations.

Alex dahl serves as General Counsel to Lawyers for Civil Justice, providing strategic advice and counsel 
regarding its civil justice reform initiatives.  Alex recently founded his own firm, and prior to that was a 
Shareholder at Brownstein Hyatt farber Schreck.  He served previously as the deputy Staff director and 
Senior Counsel to the Senate Judiciary Committee, where he spent five years advising then-Chairman, 
Senator Orrin G. Hatch (r-UT).
 Alex worked as an Assistant U.S. Attorney in the district of Columbia and also practiced general 
commercial litigation in Salt Lake City, Utah. He began his legal career as a law clerk for the Honorable dee 
v. Benson, U.S. district Court Judge for the district of Utah.

Charlie dent recently joined dLA Piper after serving in the US House of representatives for seven terms 
representing the 15th district of Pennsylvania. drawing on his diversified experience and background, he 
provides strategic advice and counsel to clients on the federal, state and local level on subjects including 
but not limited to defense, life sciences, transportation, homeland security, infrastructure, health issues, 
energy, and international investment, trade and commerce.
 during his time in Congress, he served on the House Committee on Appropriations, where he chaired 
the Subcommittee on Military Construction, veterans Affairs and related Agency. He was also the chair of 
the House ethics Committee from 2015 to 2017.
 Congressman dent authored and shepherded the successful passage and enactment of the fiscal Year 
2017 Military Construction, veterans Affairs, and related Agencies Appropriations Act; served as co-chair 
of the Biomedical research Caucus; was the founder and co-chair of the Skin Cancer Caucus; prioritized 
providing necessary funding for veterans, service members and their families; advocated for improvement 
of the nation's aging infrastructure; and dedicated himself to combating pandemic diseases in the US  
and abroad.

Wendy Butler Curtis 
Chief Innovation Officer 
Orrick Herrington & 
Sutcliffe LLP

alex dahl 
General Counsel 
Lawyers for Civil Justice

Charlie dent 
Senior Policy Advisor 
DLA Piper 



LCJ Membership Meeting

ilana H. eisenstein is the incoming US Chair of Litigation and Co-Chair of dLA Piper’s appellate advocacy 
practice. As a former Assistant to the Solicitor General and a former federal prosecutor, she has seen cases 
through every stage of litigation – from investigation, trials, and appeals to the US Supreme Court.
 with a flexible approach to multi-faceted disputes that include civil, criminal, administrative and 
regulatory components, ilana helps clients solve their most complex and high-exposure problems.
 She is noted for her ability to unravel the individual threads in complicated legal issues. She is 
particularly adept at developing and managing legal strategy for multi-district litigation and government-
facing litigation; and she has deep experience in life sciences, consumer goods and technology sectors.
 ilana has argued five cases before the US Supreme Court, including cases involving novel questions of 
statutory interpretation and constitutional law and procedure. She has tried 12 federal jury trials to verdict 
and led more than 100 federal and state cases to resolution.
 ilana is a member of dLA Piper's executive and Policy Committees.

Tim freeman focuses his practice in the areas of product liability and catastrophic personal injury. His 
clients include manufacturers of heavy equipment, home appliances, and consumer products, as well 
as transportation companies and individuals. He regularly provides counsel to clients in high exposure, 
complex litigation from the moment a complaint is filed until the final appeal is resolved. Mr. freeman’s 
trial experience includes a recent matter where he helped achieve a defense verdict in a complex product 
liability lawsuit where the plaintiffs were seeking in excess of $100 million in damages.
 Tim is an active member of the New Jersey defense Association (NJdA) and currently serves as vice 
President for the Northeast region of the organization. The NJdA named Mr. freeman the Young Lawyer of 
the Year Award recipient in 2021. He was honored in Best Lawyers in America: Ones to watch for Mass Tort 
Litigation/Class Actions – defendants and Product Liability Litigation – defendants in 2022.

rachel Hampton, a managing associate in the litigation group in the firm’s Chicago office, focuses her 
practice on products liability and class action defense matters, along with other complex litigation matters. 
Rachel has successfully defended companies in both trial and appellate courts, including companies in the 
pharmaceuticals, consumer products, and insurance industries.
 rachel advises clients at all stages of the litigation process. She has played key roles in the 
development of defense strategy, briefed successful dispositive motions in federal district courts, and 
drafted successful appellate briefs. She also has experience in fact development and discovery, including 
drafting and responding to written discovery, taking depositions, and day-to-day case management.
 rachel graduated magna cum laude from the University of Michigan Law School, where she was 
elected to the Order of the Coif. while in law school, she served as a contributing editor of the Michigan 
Law review and participated in the federal Appellate Litigation Clinic. rachel graduated with highest 
honors and highest distinction from the University of Michigan with a B.A. in Political Science and German, 
and a minor in Sustainability.

Cindy Hayden is the senior director of government affairs of Altria Client Services, the lobbying arm of 
tobacco producer Altria Group.  Prior to joining Altria, Cindy served as counsel for the U.S. Senate Judiciary 
Committee from 2002 thru 2008.  during that time, she was chief minority counsel for the Administrative 
Oversight Committee of the Senate Judiciary Committee.  Cindy is a graduate of Huntington College and 
the University of Alabama School of Law. 

Timothy R. Freeman 
Associate 
Tanenbaum Keale LLP

ilana H. eisenstein 
Partner 
DLA Piper

Rachel Hampton 
Managing Associate 
Sidley Austin, LLP

Rachel Hampton 
Senior Director of 
Government Affairs 
Altria Client Services



SPEAKERS & PANELISTS

Stephen Hessler is the global practice leader of Sidley’s restructuring group. Steve’s practice involves 
representing debtors, creditors, and investors in large and complex corporate Chapter 11 cases, out-of-
court restructurings, and acquisitions. Steve has counseled clients across a broad range of industries 
including energy, gaming, hospitality and real estate, telecommunications, financial institutions, and 
manufacturing.
 Steve is recognized by numerous industry publications, including Chambers USA (2015–2022), 
with sources in the 2022 edition noting he is an “excellent corporate bankruptcy counsel, and a brilliant 
strategist and tactician.  Steve is a frequent lecturer and author on various restructuring-related topics. 
He teaches a restructuring class each fall at the University of Pennsylvania, to its Law School and wharton 
students. He also co-founded the University of Pennsylvania institute for restructuring Studies, a 
multidisciplinary initiative intended to address topical restructuring issues and influence the public policy 
debate in a manner that has practical application for investors, practitioners, academics, and regulators. 
He served as the chairman of the Advisory Board on Administrative Claims, Critical vendors, and Other 
Pressures on Liquidity for the American Bankruptcy institute’s Commission to Study the reform of  
Chapter 11 from 2012–2015.
 in 2014, 2015, and 2017, Steve testified before the House Judiciary Committee, and in 2018 he 
testified before the Senate Judiciary Committee, on proposed amendments to the Bankruptcy Code to 
provide for more effective administration of a Chapter 11 filing by a major financial corporation. relatedly, 
Steve has published multiple articles in legal and mainstream publications, and organized or participated in 
multiple seminars on these topics.

Toyja Kelley represents large public and medium-sized businesses in complex commercial disputes. He 
concentrates his practice in general commercial litigation, construction litigation, professional and product 
liability, business torts and insurance coverage, regularly appearing before state and federal courts in 
Maryland and the District of Columbia.
 in addition to his trial experience, Toyja has long served as outside general counsel to a Maryland-
based construction company and outside general litigation counsel to a special event photo booth 
manufacturer. 
 Toyja is an active member of the defense research institute (dri) and is the immediate Past President 
of the nearly 22,000-member international organization. in 2020, he became the inaugural President 
of dri’s National Center for Law and Public Policy, a research and advocacy organization dedicated to 
influencing public policy. He is also a Past President of the Board of directors of the Maryland defense 
Counsel and serves as an adjunct professor of law in its litigation and conflict resolution skills program at 
washington and Lee University.

Scott Kreamer is a leading trial attorney who has tried a variety of cases including commercial, 
construction, financial services, insurance, and products liability. He has also served as national counsel 
for clients in the areas of toxic tort litigation and financial services. Scott is the firm’s Managing Member. 
He has been an active member of various bar organizations over the course of his career. Scott recently 
completed his terms as Chairman of the Board and President of the federation of defense & Corporate 
Counsel (fdCC), an invitation-only organization consisting of accomplished defense attorneys, corporate 
counsel, and insurance industry executives who have achieved professional distinction during their careers. 
He currently serves as an officer on the Board of LCJ. in light of his experience, Scott is frequently called 
upon to author papers and deliver lectures at conferences across the country. He is admitted to practice in 
Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska.

toyja Kelley 
Locke Lord LLP

Scott Kreamer 
Managing Member 
Baker Sterchi Cowden 
& Rice LLC

stephen Hessler
Partner
Sidley Austin LLP



Jessica lauria 
Partner 
white & Case LLP

LCJ Membership Meeting

Jessica Lauria is a partner in the firm's financial restructuring and insolvency Practice based in the New 
York office. Jessica represents clients in a wide variety of in court and out of court restructuring matters. 
Her work includes providing advice on complex questions relating to governance in the corporate 
restructuring context as well as, among other things, analysis, strategic advice and negotiation of all aspects 
of corporate restructurings including debtor-in-possession financing arrangements, cash collateral usage 
and exit financing facilities; formulation of legal and financial strategies for negotiating and implementing 
plans of reorganization; negotiating debt and equity documents for reorganized companies; strategic 
advice and negotiation of sale documents and pleadings in connection with section 363 and other complex 
asset sales; strategic planning for debt restructuring alternatives and chapter 11 filings; preparing debtors 
for chapter 11 filings and structuring exit strategies for chapter 11 proceedings. Jessica also has extensive 
experience representing clients in connection with mass tort chapter 11 proceedings.

robert Levy is executive Counsel in the Law department of exxon Mobil Corporation. His duties include 
representing exxonMobil on civil justice reform initiatives, working with outside counsel on cybersecurity 
and information protection and advising on law technology, including ediscovery and information 
Governance.
 robert serves as Treasurer of LCJ and chairs its discovery Committee.  He also served as President of 
the Civil Justice reform Group and is the Co-Chair of the ediscovery and federal rules Subcommittee.  He 
is also Treasurer of the American Tort reform Association. robert is a member of the Texas Supreme Court 
Advisory Committee. He was honored by LCJ in 2014, receiving its Al Cortese Award for Leadership in Civil 
Justice reform.
 Prior to joining exxonMobil, robert was a partner at Haynes and Boone, LLP for over 14 years where 
he practiced in the Business Litigation Section, focusing on international Arbitration and  Technology 
Litigation as well as advising on records Management and electronic discovery issues.He also served as a 
briefing attorney for the Honorable Judge robert Parker of the eastern district of Texas. robert has been 
practicing law for over 36 years and received his Law degree from the University of Texas School of Law in 
1986 where he graduated with honors. He also practiced at Johnson & Gibbs and weil, Gotshal & Manges.

david Marcus is the Senior vice President, Chief Litigation Counsel and deputy General Counsel for 
Comcast Corporation. in this role, he is responsible for the leadership and management of the company’s 
litigation group, including the information Governance-ediscovery and Patent Groups. david also leads and 
manages other legal operations, including billing, policies and procedures for outside counsel, engagement 
of outside counsel, rate negotiations and conflicts. He also supports the company’s corporate transactions, 
business development activities and corporate venture investment.
 from 2007 to 2016, david served as Senior vice President, Chief Patent Counsel and deputy General 
Counsel for Comcast. He managed and counseled on patent and technology-related litigation and pre-
litigation matters, patent portfolio strategy, patent acquisitions and sales, corporate transactional support 
and due diligence, technology-related licensing and contracts including procurement contracts. He led 
and managed the cable Legal patent department which included the patent litigation/disputes and patent 
portfolio groups.
 Prior to joining Comcast Cable in 2007, david was a partner with woodcock washburn LLP in 
Philadelphia, where he litigated patent and other intellectual property cases in federal and state courts 
and in international arbitration bodies. He was also previously with Motorola Broadband Communications 
Sector and reed Smith LLP. david is a graduate of the James e. Beasley School of Law at Temple University 
and earned his undergraduate degree in physics from Moravian University.
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richard Marcus holds the Coil Chair in Litigation at UC Hastings in San francisco, where he teaches 
Civil Procedure, Complex Litigation, and evidence.  He is the lead author on leading casebooks on Civil 
Procedure and Complex Litigation, as well as being the author of four volumes of the federal Practice 
& Procedure treatise ("wright & Miller"). Since 1996, he has served as Associate reporter of the  
U.S. Judicial Conference Advisory Committee on Civil rules, drafting amendments for rules on class 
actions and discovery. Since 2017, he has also served as reporter to the MdL Subcommittee of the 
Advisory Committee.

Michael McAndrews is a dynamic and energetic speaker who has been involved in information 
Technology and Security for more than 25 years. He worked in the financial services, manufacturing, 
and pharmaceutical industries before joining the federal Bureau of investigation in 2006 as a Special 
Agent. during his time with the fBi, he investigated numerous computer crimes such intrusions, 
internet frauds and intellectual property violations. He was also a member of the fBi's Cyber Action 
Team, a group of selected agents who would deploy worldwide for the most critical of intrusions. with 
experience in both the National Security and Criminal arenas, Michael left the fBi in december 2013 to 
rejoin the private sector. He now works as an expert in the field using leading edge security devices and 
performing awareness training to groups worldwide.

Alex Ponce de Leon is a senior discovery counsel and manager for Google LLC. He develops and 
implements innovative and efficient discovery strategies for the company. Alex also manages a team 
of attorneys who work on a wide array of matters, including patent litigation, complex commercial 
litigation, trade secrets litigation, contract disputes, internal investigations, and employment matters. 
Besides managing his own discovery caseload, Alex also facilitates the implementation of new 
discovery policies and procedures designed to reduce costs and mitigate legal risk across the company. 
He is a Board Member of the Association of Corporate Counsel of the San francisco Bay Area and the 
chair of its Litigation Section. 
 Prior to joining Google, Alex was senior litigation counsel at the intel Corporation where he 
primarily focused on discovery and general litigation matters. in 2014 Alex, was awarded an intel 
Achievement Award for leading discovery efforts on a complex foreign regulatory matter. Alex began 
his legal career as an associate at Pillsbury winthrop Shaw Pittman where he worked on large and 
complex litigation cases. Before practicing law, Alex was a policy advisor for the California State 
Legislature and a management consultant for Accenture where he worked advising the City of Boston. 
He received his BA from Brown University, his MSc from the London School of economics, and his Jd 
from Northwestern University School of Law.
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robert david Proctor is a United States district Judge of the United States district Court for the Northern 
District of Alabama.
 Born in Atlanta, Georgia, Judge Proctor received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Carson Newman College, 
(now Carson’ Newman University), in 1983 and a Juris doctor degree from the University of Tennessee 
College of Law in 1986. He was a law clerk to H. emory widener, Jr. of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the fourth 
Circuit from 1986 to 1987. He was in private practice in Birmingham, Alabama, from 1987 to 2003.
 On May 1, 2003, Judge Proctor was nominated by President George w. Bush to a new seat on the 
United States district Court for the Northern district of Alabama. He was confirmed by the United States 
Senate on September 17, 2003 and received his commission on September 22, 2003.
 Judge Proctor is a member of the Advisory Committee on Civil rules and is the Chairman of the 
Advisory Committees MdL subcommittee. 

robin L. rosenberg is a Chair of the Advisory Committee on Civil rules and US district Judge for the 
Southern district of florida.  Judge robin L. rosenberg was sworn in as a United Stated district Court Judge 
for the Southern district of florida on July 25, 2014. Before she was appointed to the federal bench, she 
was sworn in as a Circuit Court judge for the fifteenth Judicial Circuit (Palm Beach County) on January 2, 
2007. Judge rosenberg was assigned to the Circuit Civil division from 2007-2013, after which she served 
in the foreclosure division from April 2013-September 2013 and then served in the Criminal division until 
July 2014.
 Prior to her election as a circuit judge, Judge rosenberg was a partner of rosenberg & McAuliffe, PL, and 
focused her law practice on representing and counseling clients in general employment law and litigation 
matters. Judge rosenberg also served as a certified mediator and ran a full-service mediation firm.

Melissa A. Schulman is the Senior vice President of Government and Public Affairs at CvS Health. in this 
role, she leads the lobbying, advocacy, and regulatory work for CvS Health at the state and federal level.  
The government affairs team works across all 50 states, in Congress and the executive branch.  She has 
been in her role for seven years, including successfully working to advance the approval of the merger with 
Aetna, and helping to coordinate the company’s COvid-19 pandemic response.   Schulman also oversees 
all public affairs advocacy campaigns in support of CvS Health.
 Schulman spent 14 years on Capitol Hill, serving in senior staff roles, including as executive director of 
the democratic Caucus and Policy director to rep. Steny Hoyer (d-Md). Schulman also served as the key 
staff person for Congressman Hoyer, lead sponsor of the Americans with disabilities Act, which was signed 
into law in 1990.  Since leaving Capitol Hill, she has been advising corporations, non-profits and trade 
associations on their government affairs strategies for over 25 years.  Prior to joining CvS Health, Schulman 
was the head of Government Affairs at the Generic Pharmaceutical Association and was vice President at 
the Bockorny Group, a leading bi-partisan consulting firm.

dan Steen joined The Lawyers for Civil Justice as executive director in March. Prior to joining LCJ, dan was 
with the American Property Casualty insurance Association, where he was vice President, Liability and 
Counsel, and helped lead the APCiA’s thought leadership and tactics on legal defense and reform. 
 dan earlier served as vice President for Government Affairs at Owens-illinois, inc., a global 
manufacturer, where he held association leadership roles in support of efforts to improve the civil justice 
system. He began his career at reed Smith in its washington, dC office, where he built a litigation and trade 
association practice representing a variety of clients and served in the leadership of the Bar Association of 
the district of Columbia. dan earned his law degree from the University of virginia and his undergraduate 
degree from the University of Mary washington. 
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Brett Tarver is an associate in the Health Sciences Litigation Practice Group. Pharmaceutical and medical 
device manufacturers facing tort claims rely on Brett to enthusiastically advocate in their defense 
throughout the life of a case, from the initial complaint through the verdict at trial.
 Brett primarily defends pharmaceutical and medical device companies in litigation involving mass tort, 
personal injury, and wrongful death claims in state and federal courts across the U.S. She has experience 
in all aspects of discovery, trial preparation, and trial practice including taking and defending depositions, 
motions practice, witness preparation, trial strategy development, and witness examinations at trial. She 
has experience serving as trial counsel for a global tobacco manufacturer in trials across the U.S., from 
Massachusetts to the U.S. virgin islands.

Andrew Trask focuses his practice on class action and complex litigation in various industries, including 
the automotive industry and financial services. regarded as an authority in class action litigation, Andrew 
has experience in class actions involving product liability, consumer fraud, Civil riCO, telecommunications 
products, insurance, business litigation and contracts, banking, securities, eriSA, antitrust and environmental 
claims. He also has defended mass tort cases involving financial regulations, as well as government 
investigations and data breach matters.

Michael Trinh is Senior Counsel in Google’s Litigation group, where his portfolio includes appellate and 
offensive strategic US civil litigation, as well as multi-disciplinary efforts to address issues arising from high 
risk online content. in prior roles over 13 years at the company, he managed a group defending patent 
litigation worldwide, and also served as product counsel at Google x for emerging ‘moonshot’ projects 
(focusing on experimental aviation and telecommunications and primarily in developing economies). 
Previously, he was an associate working on iP litigation at Orrick, Herrington and Sutcliffe in San francisco.  
 Mike graduated from the Georgetown University Law Center (2005) and the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill (2002, B.S. Comp Sci). while he grew up in raleigh, NC, he now lives in the San 
francisco Bay Area with his wife and a string cheese-seeking dog.

Nathaniel wienecke is senior vice president of federal Government relations at the American Property 
and Casualty insurance Association (APCiA) where he represents the industry before Congress and the 
executive branch and oversees the organization’s political engagement division and $1.4 million PAC. 
wienecke joined APCiA in 2012 and has been named one of The Hill’s top lobbyists every year since. 
Congress has passed numerous insurance-related bills during his tenure, including Terrorism risk insurance 
Act reauthorization, tax reform, and favorable changes to the dodd-frank wall Street reform Act.
 Prior to APCiA, wienecke worked for JPMorgan, Chase & Co., working on state, federal, and 
international government relations and handling issues ranging from financial reform to cybersecurity. 
He helped lead the creation of a grassroots Ambassador program and also worked with the bank’s 
international Council, which included former British Prime Minister Tony Blair and former U.S. Secretary  
of State Henry Kissinger.
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A MeSSAGe frOM LCJ’S exeCUTive direCTOr

daniel steen
Executive Director, LCJ

Thank You for Joining Us in New York!  
 
With significant advancement of key rules proposals, development of new initiatives, and 
strong member engagement in our committees and meetings, it’s an exciting time for Lawyers 
for civil Justice.  and there’s no better city than New York in which to celebrate our success and 
contemplate our future.  We’re glad you’re with us.
 thanks to the leadership of our Program co-chairs, Gail rodgers and ed Fanning, we think 
we have a terrific meeting agenda that will leave you with numerous insights and takeaways.  
We hope the time spent together exchanging ideas and building relationships is as valuable as 
our program panels.

 the success of our events is a team effort and as you know, we have a strong one. LcJ General 
counsel alex dahl is instrumental in developing our programs and ensuring they inform, and are 
informed by, our court rules initiatives.  kristie Jones continues to tirelessly manage meeting logistics 
and ensure all our members and guests have a great experience. and Lucy dray is invaluable in working 
with speakers and developing meeting materials.  We all benefit from their excellent work.
 as i complete my first calendar year serving LcJ, i continue to be impressed with the commitment 
and passion of our members for improving our civil litigation system. Your insights and experience are 
critical to ensuring that LcJ’s thought leadership and proposals effectively address high impact issues.  
our strength comes from your engagement, and we remain committed to ensuring your participation 
continues to be meaningful
 We are fortunate that the passion and commitment of our members is complemented by that 
of our numerous allies, many of whom are with us this week.  special thanks to the us chamber of 
commerce’s institute for Legal reform and the civil Justice reform Group, whose collaboration informs 
our work and support amplifies it. 

  We look forward to working with you to building on LCJ’s    
  unparalleled record of success.
  dan steen

LcJ’s strength is our volunteer experts from our member companies and law firms. We continue to 
build a track record of successful advocacy only with the participation of leaders like you. but, there’s 
always room for improvement. do you know of a colleague who might support our mission?

Please take a moment and email dan steen at dsteen@lfcj.com the name and contact information of 
someone you think might be interested in becoming a corporate member or a law firm member.

We will work with you to extend an invitation to your colleague to either attend the next LcJ 
membership meeting, at no cost, or to set up a virtual briefing to provide insight into LcJ’s work.  
Refer a colleague to join LCJ.

INTRODUCE 
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