
Welcome New LCJ 
Civil Justice Fellows

LCJ launched a new initiative in March to identify potential future leaders of our 
organization, particularly those who would offer diverse, unique, and fresh per-
spectives, and have demonstrated an interest in and commitment to civil justice 
reforms.   Please welcome this inaugural class of fellows and learn more about 
them below.

Laura A. Adams is an associate in Pepper Hamilton’s Health Sciences Department. 
She protects leading pharmaceutical and medical device manufacturers facing civil 
litigation and government investigations related to their marketed products. She advis-
es clients on issues ranging from alleged violations of the Anti-Kickback Statute and 
False Claims Act to multidistrict litigation involving products liability claims. Laura also 
advises her clients on risk mitigation strategies and conducts internal investigations to 
assess industry-specific legal, regulatory and business integrity risks.

Kelly Garrity Bieri is a partner in the Kansas City office of Shook Hardy & Bacon.  Kelly 
primarily practices in the areas of pharmaceutical and medical device product liability, 
general tort, and reinsurance and insurance coverage litigation. She is also 
experienced in employment discrimination and consumer fraud cases.

Osama Hamdy is a Managing Attorney in GSK’s litigation department and a 
member of GSK’s Global External Legal Relations Team (“GELRT”). GELRT is an 
award winning and nationally recognized leader in legal operations. From Alternative 
Fee Agreements (“AFAs”) to competitive bidding, GSK has transformed how legal 
departments engage and partner with outside counsel. Prior to joining GSK, Osama 
was a litigator at Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman where he focused on complex 
commercial litigation. 

Daniel Healey is a Corporate Counsel in the Civil Litigation Group of Pfizer Inc. 
He manages a broad range of civil litigation matters including product liability,  
commercial, consumer fraud, antitrust and toxic tort, and provides strategic support 
to Pfizer business units. Prior to joining Pfizer, Dan practiced at Arnold & Porter LLP 
in Washington, D.C. He is a graduate of the University of Virginia School of Law and 
Williams College. Prior to law school, he covered the pharmaceutical industry as a 
reporter and finance editor.



Patrick C. Lannen is a partner at Plunkett Cooney, specializing in representing busi-
nesses, funds, and lenders in commercial litigation, financial services disputes, and 
class actions.  He has acted as lead counsel in several putative class actions and 
prevailed with different published decisions, including in one matter representing a 
regional automotive distributor and retailer and obtaining denial of certification and 
a favorable settlement where exposure exceeded $135 million and proposed class 
consisted of in excess of 200,000 customers of consumer products.

Vernon Marsh concentrates his practice on the defense of automotive manufacturers 
in product liability litigation.  Vernon brings a passion for defending the design and 
reputation of his clients’ products to every phase of litigation, from the early stages of  
claim to trial.  He has developed a strong background in automotive product liability 
litigation and discovery matters, and he particularly enjoys the process of developing 
discovery strategies for each case he is assigned.  His continued focus on defending 
the automotive industry extends to the courtroom where Vernon has had the 
opportunity to participate as an active trial team member.

Jay Mattappally is an associate with Irwin Fritchie Urquhart & Moore. Jay focuses his 
practice in complex litigation, including the defense of medical device and  
pharmaceutical manufacturers. Within this area, Jay utilizes his scientific background 
in biomedical engineering and mathematics to work closely with technical witnesses 
and experts, as well as investigate complex scientific issues relevant to a particular 
case. Jay is also experienced in all phases of the litigation process, including 
discovery, motion practice, trial preparation, and trial. 

Alex Meier is an associate in Seyfarth Shaw’s Labor and Employment Group. His 
practice includes the full array of federal remedial rights, non-compete and trade 
secret litigation, Fair Credit Reporting Act class actions, and workplace safety and 
health disputes. Alex has spearheaded multiple initiatives to promote conscious 
improvements to case management tools and client-facing resources, including 
document automation tools, operational summaries, and existing resource 
identification.

Tracy J. Weinstein is an associate in the Litigation Services Department at  
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP.  Her practice focuses on construction and 
product liability litigation.  She provides counsel to manufacturers, distributors, 
construction entities, premises owners and municipalities.  She is also experienced 
in immigration and currently represents a victim of domestic abuse pro bono in an 
immigration matter.


